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Exile – with its various experimentations – illustrates the violence of time on men, the 

disintegration of old ways of living together, the dislocation of socio-cultural landmarks that 

lead individuals to withdraw into their shell and go far away. Exile has indelibly left its marks 

on the novelistic discourse of the XX
th

 and XXI
th

 centuries.  

Different meanings of exile are expressed in the words of different writers, whether or 

not they have left their land, their cultural and linguistic moorings to move elsewhere. This 

conference will tackle the literary theme of exile in a double perspective: the dynamics of 

deterritorialization and the particular experience of exile as it is transfigured / deported 

through writing.  

Writers, first carried by the migratory movement (expressed in terms of displacement, 

wandering, perception of belonging to an in-between territory), end up adjusting more or less 

gradually to the Other and to the new space, taking the role of cultural brokers and creating 

new forms of cross-cultural encounters.  

What are the recent trends of writing about geographical exile? are they carrying new 

trends or maintaining a given tradition? in terms of narration? genres (as resorting to hybridity 

or updating traditional genres)? thematics (exile and memory of place and time, or another 

perspective, projection into the future, reflection on writing about exile, etc.)? forms of 

exchange between the involved cultures? Multivocal echoes emanating from the languages of 

the text, from the mother tongue to the written language?  

Additionally, reflection may emphasize on the writer or his/her double – the character 

- as an individual, regarding the phenomenon of “flight on the spot, flight in intensity,” his/her 

expressions, his/her escapes in imagination, especially while writing about a dreamed 

territory.  

This international conference looks into the current trends of exile literature and the 

critical approaches which renew its perception. The questions will cover all aspects that relate 

  



to exile in literary history: imaginations, worldviews, thematics, poetics, genres, relations to 

languages, cultural tensions, history, memory, media strategies, discourse on civilizations, etc.  

Chief conference organizer: Prof. Dalila Mekki  

Organizing committee:   

Prof. Mekki Dalila 

Prof. Mokhnache Bachir  

Prof. Rouainia Tahar 

Dr Benabed Fella  

Dr Souilah Samira 

Dr Triki Sandra-Sabrina 

Submission guidelines: The proposals are to be sent to the conference email address: 

literature.exil@univ-annaba.dz  

Conference languages: Arabic, French, English 

Important dates: 

* January 15, 2015: Deadline for the receipt of abstracts (about 500 words, with a title, a brief 

bibliography, five keywords and a short CV).  

* March 21, 2015: Notification of acceptance.  

* August 31, 2015: Deadline for the receipt of full papers (about 30,000 characters, with the 

abstract and the five keywords). 


