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The People's Democratic Republic of Algeria                                                                       

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University 

 

 

Under the patronage of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

And 

Under the auspices of the President of Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University 

 

The Faculty of Letters, Humanities, and Social Sciences organizes from 28 to 30 November 2016 an 

International Conference on the Life and Work of Saint Augustine: 

 

Augustine of Hippo and his Thought in its Local and Universal Dimensions 

 

This conference is the first academic event concerning Augustine to be held in Annaba, the 

site of ancient Hippo-Regius, his episcopal see, his dwelling place for forty years, and the city 

where he drew his final breath in 430 at age seventy-six. Annaba lies sixty miles distant from Souk 

Ahras (Thagaste), Augustine’s birthplace and the site of his first monastic community, eighty miles 

distant from M’Daourouch (Madaure), the place of his early schooling, and forty miles distant from 

Guelma (Calama), the hometown of Possidius, Augustine’s friend and hagiographer. Annaba is also 

the home of the celebrated Basilica of Saint Augustine, constructed between 1881 and 1900 on the 

ruins of Augustine’s first urban monastery.  

Augustine’s “Algerianness” begins with the local origin of his mother, Monnica.  Her role 

was of capital importance in his rise to eminence. More than a mother, she was his companion and 

career mentor. This conference will acknowledge Augustine as bringing to the fore Algeria’s 

contribution to world civilization and will enlarge upon its cultural claims.  In it we shall pay 

special tribute to this preeminent son of Algeria whose universality and iconic status work to 

reverse the top-down/ North-South paradigm and its hegemonic definition of influence.  

In addition to his ministries as bishop and pastor, Augustine was the most prolific writer of 

the ancient world whose works are extant. His corpus includes ninety-three works, comprised of 

two hundred and thirty two books, and hundreds of sermons and letters.  More letters and sermons 

are constantly being discovered.  His writings have had an unmatched influence on subsequent 

generations. His particular bent was to build bridges and reconcile opponents. Indeed, his life 

testifies to an exchange of religious, philosophical, and cultural ideas.  His remarkable formulation 

of a Neoplatonic Christianity reflects both African and European influences.  

Augustine’s thought falls conveniently into three categories: personal, theological, and social:  

the personal includes his belief, behavior, and friendships; the theological encompasses natural 

theology, ethics, and soteriology; the social and the political embrace responsibility, peace, and just 

war.  
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Augustine’s modernity stems from his rather obvious resemblance to contemporary times in 

his arduous interior and exterior struggles. His interior tumult began when facing the difficult 

choice between secular service to the Roman Emperor or intense devotion to his God. As a pioneer 

of autobiographical reflection, he reveals himself as a vulnerable human being facing painful 

sacrifices on the path to divine salvation. The turmoil of the exterior world proved daunting at 

various moments of his life. He was in constant theological debate about free choice with 

Manicheans whose philosophy he came to reject after nine years among them. He was directly 

involved in religious controversies between North African Donatists and his own Catholic Church. 

He insistently challenged Pelagius and his followers on the primacy of grace, freedom of choice, 

original sin, and salvation.  In developing his theory of a just war Augustine was among the first to 

examine the morality of war --no wonder we consider him relevant today. In going far beyond its 

immediate historical context, Augustine’s thought will be extensively explored as relevant to our 

volatile world situation.    

In general, the intellectual legacy of Augustine both locally and globally will be examined. In 

our doing so, the boundaries preventing mutual understanding and dialogue between cultures should 

be challenged and transcended.  

Submissions are organized into the following themes: 

 Augustine’s universal humanism 

 The local impact of Augustine's thought 

 Augustine’s thought as a catalyst for dialogue between civilizations and tolerance among religions  

 Augustine and the reversal of North-South cultural dynamics 

 Augustine and political thought  

 Augustine and local community social issues 

 Augustine’s legacy as seen through historical monuments and archaeological sites 

 Augustine in travel writings 

 Tourism to the historic city of Hippo and its role in cultural understanding and religious tolerance 

 Augustine and memory 

 Augustinian psychology 

 Augustine in the contemporary world 

Guidelines for Submission: 

 The official languages of the Conference are Arabic, English, and French. 

 The proposals should present original research.  

 Papers written in Arabic should use Simplified Arabic, size 14; and papers in English or 

French should use Times New Roman, size 12. The size of notes is 10; and the required 

spacing is 1.5 with 2.5 margins.  

 Papers should be 08 to12 pages long. 

A 300-word abstract and an updated CV to send by 15 July 2016 to the two following addresses:  

colloque.augustin2016@univ-annaba.dz 

conference.augustine@yahoo.com 
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Venue: University Campus Ahmed El Bouni, Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University, Annaba, Algeria. 

Important dates: 

 Deadline for submission of abstracts: 20 August 2016 

 Notification of acceptance: 10 September 2016 

 Deadline for full paper submission: 30 October 2016 

 Final program: 05 November 2016 

Registration and Accommodation (full package): 18000 Algerian Dinars. The package includes: 

 

 Registration and conference materials  

 Three nights single-room accommodation* + dinners  

 Lunches, coffee breaks, and gala dinner 

 Field trip to Augustine-related historic sites  

*For any additional accommodation requests, please contact the Conference Secretariat: 

E-mail:  

             colloque.augustin2016@univ-annaba.dz 

             conference.augustine@yahoo.com 

Phone/Fax:      213 (0)38 56 65 06 

Scientific Board:  

Chairman: Prof. Haiahem Ammar, President, Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University 

Vice-Chairman: Prof. Barkaoui Miloud, Dean of the Faculty of 

Letters, Humanities and Social Sciences 

- Prof. Joseph Kelley, Merrimack College, Massachusetts (USA) 

- Prof. Frederick Van Fleteren, La Salle University,Pennsylvania (USA) 

- Prof. Luigi Alici, Università di Macerata, Italy 

- Prof. Phillip Cary, Eastern University, Pennsylvania (USA) 

- Prof. Madjri Lazhar, University of  Tunis (Tunisia) 

- Prof. Hanoun Abdelmajid, Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University 

- Prof. Chouia Seif El Islam, Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University  

- Prof. Aibech Youssef, University of  Sétif 2, (Algeria) 

- Prof. Meirech Moussa, University of  Khenchela, (Algeria) 

- Prof. Amrane Abdelhamid, University of Messila, (Algeria) 

Organizing Committee:  

- Prof. Gueroui Said, Vice-Chancellor of Post-Graduate Studies 

- Dr.   Boukheroufa S. Feriel, Vice-Chancellor of External Relations  

- Prof. Friha Mohamed Karim, Vice-Dean of Post-Graduate Studies  

- Prof. Maoui Hocine, Vice-Dean of Under-Graduate Studies  

- Prof. Hocine Nacira, Director of Publications  

- Prof. Khalifa Sahraoui, Professor at the Department of Arabic  

- Dr.   Boudekhana Salima, Head of the Department of History  

- Dr.   Triki Sandra,  Deputy Head of the of Department of Italian  

- Dr.   Benabed Fella, Lecturer at the Department of English  

- Dr.   Rouabhi Ayachi, Lecturer at the Department of History 

- Dr.   Arif Abdelkrim, Lecturer at the Department of History  

mailto:colloque.augustin2016@univ-annaba.dz
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APPLICATION FORM 

 

Participant’s Full Name: ........................................................................................................... 

Phone: ......................................................................................................................................... 

E-mail address: ………………………………………………………………………………… 

Rank: ........................................................................................................................................... 

Institution of Affiliation: .................................................................................................................... 

Participation Theme: .......................................................................................................................... 

Paper Title: .......................................................................................................................................... 

Abstract:................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................ 

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


